Vermont School Library Association
Annual Report, 2007-2008

Presidential Report — 2007-08

Sectionlof the VSLA Conditution
The PRESIDENT shdl
a presdeat all Executive Board and general meetings
b. serveasex officio member of all committees
c. appoint all committee charswith theapprovd of amajority vote of the Executive Board
d. serveontheNESLA Executive Boad asVSLA President
e. beresponsble for theVermontLibrary Conference in May (shared with VLA President)

Godsfor any president are notreached by flying solo. They can only be accomplished by the unified
efforts of theassodation boad and thefuller VSLA membership.

My godsfor 200708 were:

1. To keep an active liaison with the Department of Education (DOE) and the Department of Libraries
(DOL) for addressing professional development and licensing procedures for school librarians.

Dan Greene steppdd into thisrole and was an active liaison with the DOE and the DOL.

2. Expanding the creative use of technology.
We expanded the use of technology in several ways:
¥ Asked for more offeringsof technology at the state conference level
¥ Purchased a secretarial laptop
¥ Set up conference calingfor -
0 Januay Boad Meeting
0 StateLibrarianinputmeeting
¥ Addead anew Web presence for the assodation.
¥ MadeourVSLA newdletter available electronically
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3. Self promotion of VSLA to increase membership and involvement

We have promoted VSLA to increase membership and involvement by:
Co-charing a state conference

Offering an outstanding fall conference

Working toward a confidentiaity for patron records bill
Movingto anew listserv

Keeping an active liaison with the DOE & DOL

Organizing alogocontest to suppot our name change
Publishing an interesting and informative VSLA Newsletter
Co-hoding with VLA informationd meetingsfor inputinto thestate librarian job search
Hoding an active listserv

Creating an informative web site

Sending a representative to Legidative Day in Washington, D.C.
Hodgling regiond meetings

Hoging a Green Mountin Book Award Contest

Participaing in programs offered by the Department of Libraries
Volunteering to serve on committees
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Asidefrom working toward set gods and responsbilities as outlined in the president® job description,
collaborative work with theVermontLibrary Assodationshas for variousreasonsincreased this year.

A main rolefor both assodation presidentsis to oversee the Vermont Library Conference which has
historically and continues to bea joint conference between the Vermont Library Assodation and the
Vermont School Library Assodation.

When our former conference coordinaor left to take another postion we came togeher as presidents
with representatives from each assodation to fill that postion.

When we learned tha ouwr state librarian was retiring the two assodationsjointly hoded inpu sessions
aroundthe state.

When we were approached by VLA to ask if we were interested in advocating for a stronge
confidentiality statute to protect theprivacy of paronswe agreed to actively suppot thehill.

| bdieve tha aslibrary assodationsour greatest chdlengewill beto create new ways to make it easier
for librariansto serve on boadsand committees so that they can share thar areas of expertise.

|®n proudthat as state assodationswe have established a collaborative working relationship. | believe
that it will take thebest of bath assoaationsto find innovaive ways to fashion our respon for
professiond development and make it easier for librariansto serve on boards and committees, and
design a conference tha respondsto the needs of the 21% century librarian.

Submitted by,
Jean Foumier, VSLA President 200708
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Section 2: The PRESIDENT-ELECT/VICE-PRESIDENT shdl:
a. presideat any meeting in the absence of the president
b. beresponsble for any duties tha the presdent may designae

20072008was an inaredible year for VSLA. In addition to the accomplishments mentioned in Jean®
presidential report, VSLA actively pursued participaionin a pullic peformance movie license contract
negotiated by the VT Depatment of Libraries.

Dan Greeneand | also met with Sybil McShaneto provideinputfor Depatment of LibrariesOs-year
plan.

Some wondeful submissionswere received for our logo contest. There is some outstanding talent in
Vermont, and we look forward to presenting thewinning logoat this year$ annud meeting. The new
logowill appear on our webste and on new signagefor future conferences.

Asalibrarian who has taken ontherole technology integrationist, it has been especially rewarding for
me to see an increased librarian presence at VITA-Learn meetings These two organizationshave much
to gan from each othe, and | hopeto see more interaction between the two.

Thisyear has seen an inarease in the use of technology for distance communication with boad
meetings | encourage owr organization to expand this practice and to use technology tools tha would
also facilitate involvement in variousV SLA initiatives and welcome membersto paticipatein VSLA to
whaever extent they are able.

My thanksto Jean Foumier for her suppot and mentoring throughthis past year, and | look forward to
an exciting year ahead as your president.

My godsfor 20082009:

¥ Continueastrongcollaborative relationsip between public, school, and academic libraries as well
as othe professiond education organizationssuch as VITA-Learn

¥ Promote flexibility with involvementin VSLA

¥ Advocate for qudified school library media specialists throughoutVermont

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Monmaney
VSLA President-Elect 200708
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Section 3 of theVSLA Conditution: The SECRETARY shdl:

a

b.

C.
d.

e.

keep accurate minutes of all Executive Board meetings

keep accurate minutes of al membership meetingsand shdl publish thos minutesin the next
Assodation newsl etter

distribute accurate minutes of meetingsto the Executive Board prior to the next duly called meeting
receive and file copies of theannud reports of all committee chars

beresponsble for all correspondence as directed by the President, the Executive Board or the
Assodation

Thisyear thejob of VSLA secretary involved attending six Executive Board meetingsand thefall
membership meeting and recording the minutes of these meetings These minutes were distributed to
themembers of theboad by email prior to the next meeting and, once approved, were poged in the next
VSLA newdletter. Copies of reports of all committee chars and any other correspondence directed by
the president, Jean Foumier, were also filed.

This year theassodation purchased a laptop computer to record minutes, file reports, and keep other
pertinent information, and aflash drive to providebackup of thisinformation. This system has provided
aconvenient and efficient way of organizing VSLA@ recordsthroughoutthe year.

Respectfully submitted,

DollindaLund
Secretary
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Attached are theyear-to-dae repart for 07-08,VSLA expense sheet for 07-08, and the proposd
budge for 08-09 prepared by the VSLA boad.
Weremain afiscally soundorganization as noted bdow in our Citizen bank accounts. At this
time, thereremain afew small outstanding bills, but nothing tha is goingto have an adverse
affect ontheorganization.
Thetota expensesfromtheVSLA expense sheet for 07-08 matches the year-to-dae expenses on
theyear-to-date report.
The Proposd Budge 08-09 suppotts usng monies in our savingsaccount Board agreed tha we
needed to spend down, so monies are earmarked for professiond development and fall
conference 08.
Our accounts are with Citizen Bank and as of 4/30/08:
Money Market Savings $1187429
Money Market Savings $1054933
Checking: $481991
Earnsnointerest; no service fees
Accountbdances as of 11/1507:
Both came up for renewal on 12/20/07 at therate of 2.96% for 9 mths New maturity dae: 9/20/08.
CDs. $2500 @ $2,72339
$4,500 @ $4.82910

Respectfully submitted,

DonnaSmyth
Treasurer
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Committee/ Region Name: Intellectud Freedom

School Year: 20072008
Date: May 7,2008
Accomplishments:

This year our magjor initiative was working with the Vermont Library Assodation in suppot of
legidation strengthening patron corfidentiality. We added provisionsrelevant to school librarians
geneated useful discussion conaerning privacy concernsin school librariesand VSLA boad membe's
testified before the Senate Government Operationscommittee concerning theimportance and effects of
thelegidation. Ultimately, the bill passed in both chambers and will become state law. Our
collaboration with VLA was very postive and thediscussion about privacy broughtforth anumber of
guestionsand concernswe can further explore.

In addition, there were two book chdlenges tha we were made aware of this school year, both at North
County Union Junior Highin Derby.

Areas Needing Improvement:

Thediscussion aroundthe paron confidentiality legidation raised questionsaboutprivacy policies and
practices and it is clear tha further guidance is needed.

Suggestions for Action:

An informationd pamphlet aboutprivacy in school libraries would be a useful guidefor librarians We
could attempt to answer the most common questionsand concerns explain thenew legidation, and
outiinethebasic tends of privacy and confidentiality tha are part of thelibrary professon@ codeof
ethics.

Respectfully submitted,

Christine Eldred
Intellectud Freedom
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2008marked NESLA’s 90" birthday! To hep mark this special birthday, members decided at the
March 2007annud meeting to establish aHall of Fame Award to recognize the many members of the
organization who have made significant contributonsto thelibrary mediafield throughthear efforts on
the state, regiond and/or nationd level. TheHall of Fame Awardswere given outat a special
dinnea/celebrationin Bogon on April 3, 2008. Of the36 Hall of Fame recipients, three were from
Vermont JeanneD. Battey, Merlyn Miller and Leda Shubet. We were very pleased to have AASLG
president, Sara Kelly Johns join usfor our birthday dinne celebration as well as our Leadership
Conference.

Theannud Leadership Conference was hdd April 4, 2008in Bogon featuring Dr. Henry Jenkins
Director of the Comparative Media Studies Program and Professor of Literature at MIT. Hiskeynote
speech wastitled Where Soulja Boy Meets Herman Melville: What Remix Culture Can Tell Us About
the New Media Literacies. Theremix cultureisvery much pat of thelives of American collegeand
high school students, butit has notyet had much impact onwha we doin the classrooms. Dr. Jenkins
made the case tha schools should make ther peace with remix culture, seeing it as aforce which might
revitalize how we teach some very traditiond school content and tapping it as thefocus of our effortsto
talk to youngpeople aboutther ethical choices as media makers and participants in online communities.
Following Dr. Jenkins, Chris Harris presented Gaming as a New Literacy discussing what literacy
meanswhen interactionsand experiences are virtual and where libraries fit onthis evolving game board.

Earlier in theyear, the NEEMA Board began to condder if our name continued to accurately represent
who we are and what we do. A conditutiond amendment was proposd to return to our origind name,
the New England School Library AssodationN NESLA. At theannud meeting April 4, 2008 the
membership voted unanimoudy to accept the change

Thewebste address will soonbe changing butfor now please continueto use neema.org where you can
check your membership status find thelatest copy of the newdletter, check conference dates, etc.

Upcoming dates:

CASL Fall Festival (Conneticut Assodation of School Librarians) Octobe 15,2008
MASL (Maine Assodation of School Libraries) 3™ weekend in Octobe 2008

MSLA (Massachusetts School Library Assodation) November 2-3, 2008

NESLA Executive Board 2007-08

Susan D. Ballard, President, Merlyn K. Miller, President-Elect. KatrinaPalazzola, Secretary,
Douglas B. Maitland, Treasurer, Jenifer Smolnik, Past-President

Respectfully submitted,

Merlyn Miller
VSLAG Representative to NESLA
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¥ AASLGBlongrangegodsindudeadvocacy, professondism and alliances.

¥ To address advocacy, atask force was created to devel op tools to outreach to parents and other
community groups

¥ To address technology standads ajoint working groupwith ISTE (Internationd Sodety for
Technology in Education) has been authorized to address revisionsto the naiond technology
standads

¥ Minutesfromthe2007annud meeting in Washington DC and the 2008Midwinter meeting in
Philaddphia can befoundat:
http://www.ala.org/ala/aasdl/abouisad /aaslgoveanance/affiliateassembly/aadocs.cfm

¥ TheStandards for the 21°'-Century Learner doaument is available for download at
http://www.ala.org/aad/standads

¥ AASLG@Fal Forumwill behdd October 17-19, 2008in Chicago. Thefocus on assessment
continues with Assessment Part [1: Congructing and Interpreting Viable Tools for Effective Student
Learningin theLibrary Media Center. Toregister online http://www.ala.org/aas /fallforum

¥ AASL Director-Elect Ann Perham has created two important tools to hdp Region 1 communicate
and collaborate: the Region 1 listserv aadregi@ala.org and the Region 1 Wiki
http://aaslregion1 pbwiki.com

¥ AASL issponsring atask force on ReadingN theresult will beatoolkit of reading strategies for
Library Media Speciaists

¥ New Englandistakingamajor rolein AASLN Irene Kwidzinski isthenew Chair of AASL Affiliate
Assembly, SylviaNortonis AASL Representative to ALA Coundl, Susan Ballard isthe Char of the
Task Force onthe Standads and Guiddines Implementation and Merlyn Miller is Char of the State
Department Inquiry Task Force.

¥ Re-affiliation packets were given out at midwinter meetingsN VSLAG packet has been completed,
returned and received by AASL

¥ Region1 ddegaes Merlyn Miller (VT & NEEMA); Valerie Diggs(MA); Jane Roche and David
Bilmes (CT); Peggy Becksvoort (ME); SueBallard (NEEMA) worked with Region 1 Director-Elect
Ann Perham and Region 1 Director Marilyn Joyce, on formulating draft languaye regarding
conarngcommendaionsfrom theregion which will beforwarded to Affiliate when finished so that
they can bediscussed and voted at Annud for submissionto the AASL Boad.

¥ Concarnsindude (1)assistance/strategies on how to recruit and retain membersin the affiliate
organizationsand to encourage membersto join the division; (2) theissue of teaching teachers how
to usthelibrary collaboratively viathear education courses.

¥ Oneof thecommenddionsbeng consdered isfor the Maine State Dept of Ed which indudesa
school library media specialist on every oneof ther content area standads committees

Respectfully submitted,

Merlyn Miller
VSLAGQ Representative to AASL
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Committee/ Region Name: VSLA Newsletter

School Year: 2007-2008
Date: May 2, 2008

Accomplishments:

We have put out 3 issues so far this year Boneprint which was also published onlineand 2 online
issues. We have runadsthis year which pad for the print edition. We have had avariety of articleson
avariety of topics by avariety of authors.

Editor: MarshaMiddleton

Assistant Editor: Liv Perry
Ad Sales. Pat Mraz

Areas Needing Improvement:
Getting more VSLA membersto contribute articles.
Would be great to have some creative art work or cartoons Also humorousarticles would bewelcome.

Respectfully submitted,

MarshaMiddleton, VSLA Newsdetter
May 2, 2008
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Committee/ Region Name: Central Region

School Year: 200708
Date: May 9, 2008

This year@ meetings thoughfew in number, were well-attended. Our first meeting followed the
Materials Review Session on Octobe 30" at the Brown Public Library in Northfield.

We discussed some common conaerns braingormed topics for future meetings and shared some
successful activities for teaching information literacy skills. A topic of great interest tha was suggested
for afuture meeting was Web 2.0. Theworkshop on Blogs Wikis and Socia BookmerkingCet the
VSLA fal conference filled up fast and many of us missed out. Susan Hennessey agreed to lead a
workshopat an after-school meeting, which was held on April 7"at Harwood Shetalked aboutways
she has used technology in collaboration with teachers and created a wiki on the spot that we could use
to share theresources discussed at the meeting.

Other events attended by some Central region members were a presentation on the Wilson databases tha
are part of theVOL subscription, organized by the DOL and held after the March 25" Materials Review
in Northfield; and a Central VermontVITA-Learn meeting in Waitsfield on April 15" with
demongrationsof different Web 2.0 tod's, and a discussion on the pros and consof incorporating Web
2.0into ourteaching. There were quite afew library media speciadistsin attendance, alongwith thetech
integrationists and tech coordinators who are theusud attendees.

Combining our efforts and resources with those of other organizationsis a great trendthat | hopewe can
continue

Next fall@VSLA conferenceisin the Central Region® handsand we need to start planning it soon.
There have already been some excellent ideas suggested for programming. | hopewe can puttogeher an
organizing committee with a goodrepresentation of gradelevels and areas of expertise so we can hog a
conference as fabulousas the onethe Northeast Region hoded last fall!

Respectfully submitted,

Cheyl Kissdl
Central Region Representative
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Committee/ Region Name: Northwest Region

School Year: 200708
Date: May 8, 2008

Our region met four times so far this school year and another meetingis planned for end of May. At our
end of year dinna we will recognize Diane L eyden from Georgia Elementary/Middle Schoolwhois
retiring after many years of service. We rotate our meeting locations thanksto the schools tha have
hoded the meetingsand provided such great snacks.

Agendaitems this year induded: making thetrangtion from older circulation systems such as Spectrum
to Destiny or other systems; technology GEs andwho is responsble and how is the progress reported?,
electronic reference books

Attendance is goodbut could always be better. More attendees would be hd pful butwith thedistances
from oneend of the county to theother and with congraints of work and persond life- | think our region
isdoing agoodjob of staying connected and usng each other as resources.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter Jones
Northwest | Representative
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Committee/ Region Name: Southeast Region

School Year: 200708
Date: May 9, 2008

This region met after thetwo Vermont Department of Libraries (DOL) Material Review Sessons The
fall agendainduded a presentation fromthe DOL on services tha are available throughthem induding
Vermonts Special Service Unit that provides materias for theblind The spring meeting induded an
over view of the Wilson Biography Database that is a part of VermontOnlineLibrary (VOL). The
meetingsoffer avenueto meet other librariansto discuss awidevariety of issues and resources for
school librariesin theregion.

| would like to organize a meeting for the beginning of the school year (08-09) to get everyoneoff to a
goodstart and promote networking with colleagues. Please feel free to contact me aboutany library
guestionsyou might have.

Respectfully submitted,

AnnaBolognani
Southeast Representative
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Committee/ Region Name: Webmaster

School Year: 200708
Date: May 9, 2008

In July of 2007V SLA launched anew websgte at vsla.info. Runon Wordpress software, it is easy to
updae and content on the front page changes often. Since laund, uniquevisitors to the site have
averaged 450 pe month. The site features recent school library news items, archives of the VSLA
newdletter, book store events and phoobsfromanew Vermontlibrary Flickr pool. We hopeto improve
on theusefulness of thesitein thecoming year by adding more content in many areas, with inputfrom
theVSLA membership.

Pamela Burke
VSLA webmaster

http://vda.info
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